Diocese of Pittsburgh Catechetical Guidelines

Grade:  8



Curriculum:  Faith First
Themes:  The Catholic Church is our faith community given life by the Holy Spirit.  It is Christ’s presence in the world through the power of the Holy Spirit which gives glory and praise to the Father and brings His redeeming love to all.  As Catholics, we claim Jesus as the source of all teachings, sacramental life, our mission, and our ministries.  As people of God we continue the mission of Jesus through active and committed participation in the life of the Church.
The sacraments are specific faith actions of the Church empowered by Jesus through the guidance of the spirit.

Our moral life is a lived response to God’s covenant love.  A Catholic, prompted by the Holy Spirit, makes choices by asking, “What does the mind and heart of Jesus and the Church tell us about this situation?”

Building a strong and realistic concept of oneself is based on Jesus’ vision of being fully human.  As a child of God, created in His image and likeness, we are called to holiness and eternal life in God’s Kingdom.  Developing relationships with peers, parents, and other adults should be based on honesty, love and respect, leading us into a deeper life of faith and a life-giving relationship with Jesus Christ and His Church.

The following lists the diocesan goals which should be accomplished in the catechetical sessions.  
At the end of this grade/faith formation level, children will demonstrate the following understanding:

Goals to Accomplish in Faith Formation Sessions:

	Goal
	Corresponding

Faith First

Chapter(s)

	There is a bond between freedom and truth.  True freedom is the choice to embrace God’s laws.
	12

	The conscience is our secret core, where God speaks in the depth of our hearts.
	12

	When our conscience accuses us, it means the God may be calling us to conversion.
	12

	The formation of our conscience is a life-long task requiring prayer, fidelity in the Church’s teachings and the guidance of he magiterium.
	12

	The first and last point of reference on issues of morality is Jesus himself.
	12

	The moral life is an appropriate response to God’s covenant love.
	12

	The contentment, joy, fulfillment and fullness of heaven are supernatural, surpassing anything we are able to do or merit on our own.
	12

	There is a relationship between choices and consequences and between rights and responsibilities.
	12

	In order for an act to be good, its object, intention and circumstances must all be good.
	12

	Catholic moral values reflect the heart and mind of Jesus.
	12, 14, 16

	By the virtue of hope we desire the kingdom of heaven and eternal life as our happiness
	12

	The moral life demands confirming our minds and hearts to that of Jesus Christ.
	12

	There is objective evil.
	12

	There are  moral absolutes
	12

	The moral law finds its permanent expression in the ten commandments, the privileged expression of the natural law.
	12

	The first commandment binds us to hop in God.  Sins opposed to it include despair, presumptions and tempting God.
	16

	The first commandment calls us to worship God alone.  Opposed to true worship are idolatry, sacrilege and simony.
	1,16

	Idolatry means to worship a false god.  It also means to put anything or anyone in the place of God.
	16

	The second commandment calls us to respect the name of Jesus.
	16

	God’s name is dishonored in especially grave ways by false oaths, perjury and cursing.
	16

	Blasphemy is the use of the name of God, of Jesus Christ, of the Virgin Mary and of the saints in an offensive way.
	16

	Sunday Fulfills the Sabbath; it is the day of Resurrection
	16

	The Sunday liturgy is the heart of the Church’s life.  By participating, we show ourselves to be members of the Catholic community
	16

	Catholics have the privilege and obligation of attending Sunday Mass; not to do so is a grave sin.
	16

	The family is based on marriage, which exists for the good of the spouse and the procreation and education of children.
	18

	The family is seen as “a man and woman united in marriage together with children”
	18

	The Christian family is a communion of persons, a sign and image of the communion of the Father and the Son in the Holy Spirit.
	18

	All baptized persons can and must participate in the life of the Church; therefore the Catholic community must manifest compassion and concern for those that find themselves in situations of separation and divorce.
	18

	Children must always show respect for their parents and support them in old age.
	18

	The duties of citizens are to pay taxes, vote and defend their country.
	18

	Concern for human rights, especially for human life, is a basic Gospel value.
	18

	Human life in all its various stages, from conception to natural death, has intrinsic value.
	18

	From its conception, the child has the right to life.  Direct abortion, that is abortion willed as an ends or a means, is a crime against life, gravely contrary to the moral law.  The Church imposes the canonical penalty of excommunication for this crime against human life.
	18



	Stereotyping the physically or mentally challenged is to be avoided and persons with disabilities are to be accepted.
	1, 18

	The Church opposes the death penalty.
	18

	Direct euthanasia consists in putting and end to lives of disabled, sick or dying persons.
	18

	Suicide is wrong because we are stewards, not owners, of our lives.
	2,18

	Child abuse, ageism, racism, sexism or a lack of reverence toward persons with physical or mental disabilities is evil.
	18

	The use of drugs inflicts very grave damage on human health and life.  Clandestine production and trafficking in drugs are scandalous practices.  They constitute direct cooperation with evil.
	18

	Justice and charity lead to peace; injustice to war.
	18

	Human sexuality is a gift from God to establish an intimate and life-giving family bond.
	19

	The sexual act finds its place only in a life-long marriage between a man and woman; this excludes masturbation, fornication, sex for engaged couples, living together, trial marriage, homosexual acts and adultery.
	19

	Culture has a great effect on sexual morality.  Pornography, prostitution and rape totally degrade sexuality and divorce is a grave offense against the dignity of marriage.
	19

	Every marriage act must be open to children; this excludes the use of artificial contraception.
	19

	The seventh commandment calls us to be good stewards of the world God gave to us.
	19

	The search for solidarity increasingly has international implications; rich nations must work for the development of poorer nations.
	19

	To work for the common good in economics and political realities is especially the role of the Catholic laity.
	19

	Reputation and honor are aspects of a person’s human dignity.  These are injured by rash judgment, detraction, calumny and gossip
	20

	The moral life demands that we embrace chastity, the successful integration of sexuality within the person.
	19

	Purity requires modesty, which recognizes and protects the dignity of the person.
	19

	True Christians set their hearts on the Kingdom of heaven; this makes them detached from all material things
	20

	Sin is a rupture in our relationship with God that is always an intentional choice knowingly to do evil.
	12

	There are both venial and mortal sins.
	5

	We can sin by cooperating in others’ sin.  Sin also has a social structure.
	12

	Skills, such as discernment and critical evaluation, are necessary to help students identify the cultural values that have influenced them.
	14

	Subsidiarity means that nothing should be done at a higher level of society when it could be accomplished at a lower.
	14

	We have a responsibility to take part in public life.
	14

	There is a Spirit-filled Catholic response to social issues such as poverty, environmental abuse, violence and racism.
	14

	Differences of talents are part of God’s plan and call for sharing.  Sinful inequalities are contrary to the Gospel.
	14

	Developing the moral virtues is the key to living the moral life.
	12

	The Catholic Church has the right to teach on questions of natural law, because its observance is necessary for salvation.
	12, 14

	Prayer and the Eucharist are essential components of the moral life.
	14

	Baptism and the Church are necessary for salvation.  But martyrs of the faith, catechumens who die, and all those who seek God in ignorance of Baptism can be saved without Baptism by water.
	5

	The fruits of Baptism are forgiveness of original and personal sin and birth into new life.
	5

	The baptized are incorporated into the Church and share in the priesthood, prophetic mission and kingship of Christ.
	5

	Although confirmation is sometimes called the sacrament of Christian maturity that does not mean its reception must await physical, mental or social maturity.
	5

	The Eucharist is thanksgiving to God the Father for all of creation.
	7

	The Eucharist is a memorial of Christ’s Passover in the sense of anamnesis; it not only recalls, but also makes it present.
	7

	In the Eucharist, the substance of the bread and wine is transformed into the substance of the Body and Blood of Christ; this is called Transubstantiation.
	7

	The ultimate fruit of the Eucharist is the fullness of divine life and unity of the Mystical Body of Christ.  This is why divisions in the Church are so painful and why we must pray for reunion.
	7, 23

	Baptism does not remove the inclination to sin called concupiscence and so sin remains.
	5

	The proper time for receiving the Anointing of the Sick is certainly when the believer begins to be in danger of death because of illness or old age.
	8



	Each time Christians fall seriously ill they may receive the Anointing of the Sick.
	8

	The special grace of the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick has as its effects; uniting the sick person to the passion of Christ, for his own good and that of the whole Church.
	8

	Through the ordained ministry, that of bishops and priests, the presence of Christ as head of the Church is made visible in the midst of the community of believers.
	9

	Called by God through the Church, priest are ordained to serve as co-workers with the bishop in serving the Catholic community.
	9

	Priest act in the person of Christ and in the name of the whole Church
	9

	The priesthood reaches its high point in the celebration of the Eucharist.
	9

	The church confers the Sacrament of Holy Orders only on baptized men whose suitability for the exercise of the ministry has been duly recognized.
	9

	Priest remain celibate for the sake of the kingdom of heaven
	9

	Jesus taught that marriage is permanent and cannot be dissolved.
	9

	Christ is present in the graces of the Sacrament of Matrimony to enable the couples to live out what might seem at times an impossible demand.
	9

	Some people freely embrace virginity for the sake of the kingdom of heaven
	9

	By its very nature, marriage must be open to the procreation and education of children
	9

	Persons who are divorced and remarried without an annulment remain in the Church but cannot receive Communion.
	9



	There are models, local, global and historical, who exemplify Catholic values.
	22

	Catholic values, such as the corporal and spiritual works of mercy and the cardinal and theological virtues, shape our lives.
	9


Terms:
By the end of the catechetical year, children should be familiar with the following terms:

	Apostles
	Encyclical
	Mystagogia

	Beatitudes
	Evangelization
	Papacy

	Cannon Law
	Free Will
	Precepts of the Church

	Commandments
	Grace
	Providence

	Commitment
	Heresy
	Relics

	Communion of Saints
	Incarnation
	Rites

	Covenant
	Infallibility
	Schism

	Diocese
	Integrity
	Trinity

	Dogma
	Laity
	Vatican Council II

	Ecumenical Council
	Messiah
	Virtue

	Empathy
	Ministry
	Vocation


Prayers:

By the end of the catechetical year, children should know the following prayers:

Sign of the Cross 


Apostles Creed

Hail Holy Queen
Our Father 



Mysteries of the Rosary
Act of Contrition
Hail Mary 



Prayers of Aspiration
Memorare
Glory Be 



Prayer to the Holy Spirit
Prayer before/after meals 
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