Diocese of Pittsburgh Catechetical Guidelines

Grade:  K



Curriculum:  Faith First
Theme:  God calls us to celebrate His love for us through His gifts of creation.  Jesus reveals God’s love for us and teaches us to love God, ourselves and others.  We, God’s family, continue to build God’s Kingdom through our worship and by helping other people.
The following lists the diocesan goals which should be accomplished in the catechetical sessions.  Corresponding to these goals are the Faith First chapters which contain the catechetical information to meet these goals.  

At the end of this grade/faith formation level, children will demonstrate the following understanding:

Goals to Accomplish in Faith Formation Sessions:

	Goal
	Corresponding

Faith First

Chapter(s)

	God is a loving Father
	1, 2, 15

	There are three persons in the Blessed Trinity
	7

	God is the loving Creator of all things
	2

	Jesus is the Son of God, our brother, and teacher
	1, 4, 6

	The Holy Spirit was sent by Jesus to give us gifts of peace, strength, and joy
	7, 8, 11

	Through baptism we are made sons and daughters of God and we become part of God’s family
	11

	We can grow to become loving parents, single people, ordained people, brothers or sisters
	1, 16, 17

	God’s family includes people of every race, age, culture, and ability
	2, 15

	We belong to the Catholic Church
	1, 8

	Special parts of the church building are the crucifix, altar, tabernacle, baptismal font, holy water font, reconciliation rooms/confessionals


	Church Tour/Church Tour video

	The Eucharist is both a special meal that Jesus shares with us and a sacrifice of his love
	13, Diocesan Eucharist Chapter

	During the Eucharist (Mass), we remember what Jesus said and did at the last supper before he suffered and died for us on the cross
	13, Diocesan Eucharist Chapter

	During the Mass, Jesus is with us in a special way
	13, Diocesan Eucharist Chapter

	God always forgives us if we ask and are sorry; God gave us a special sacrament of penance
	21, Diocesan Penance Chapter

	Reconciliation is a special way God show his love and forgiveness
	21, Diocesan Penance Chapter

	Mary is the mother of Jesus, and Joseph is his foster father
	3

	Christmas celebrates the birth of Jesus
	4, 10, Christmas Chapters 1-2

	Easter Celebrates the resurrection of Jesus
	6, 10, Easter Chapters 1-7

	Be aware of God’s creation and recognize ourselves as unique and special parts of creation
	1, 2, 15, 17

	Understand ways that God has shown us love
	1

	Appreciate the different groups to which we belong
	1, 16

	Value our family and extended family
	1, 2, 4, 5, 9, 19

	Become aware that baptism makes us part of the larger family of God
	11

	Develop a sense of belonging to our parish community
	8

	Become aware of ministries in the parish, i.e. pastor, parochial vicar, DRE, catechist, lector, cantor, eucharistic minister, altar server
	17

	Appreciate the holiness of family life
	1, 2, 16

	Participate in weekly prayer
	23, Advent Chapters, Lent Chapters, Weekly Scripture Lesson

	Participate in prayer services celebrating:  God’s creation, baptism, and forgiveness
	Weekly Scripture Lesson

	Participate in different forms of prayer, i.e. quiet reflection, guided meditation, song, spontaneous, petition, thanksgiving, praise, sorrow
	23, 25, Weekly Scripture Lesson

	Participate in formal Prayer
	Weekly Scripture Lesson

	Participate in activities for advent and lent to appreciate the significance of these liturgical seasons
	Family Days, Chapters 1-4, Lent Chapters 1-5

	Become aware of the ways people care for us
	1

	Explore ways we can show we care for all of God’s creation
	2, 5

	Understand that we must love ALL people, even those who are different from us
	6

	Value Jesus as a model for the we all should live
	1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 13

	Understand saints as people who lived lives of holiness and service in God’s name
	8, 16

	Participate in advent and Lenten activities that reach out to the wider community
	Service Projects/Mission Project


Terms:
By the end of the catechetical year, children should be familiar with the following terms:

	Advent
	Christimas
	Holy Spirit
	Mass

	Altar
	Church
	Jesus
	Parish

	Baptism
	Create
	Joseph
	Prayer

	Bible
	Family
	Last Supper
	Priest

	Catholic
	Forgiveness
	Lent
	Saint

	Christ 
	God
	Mary
	Tabernacle

	Christian
	Godparent
	
	

	
	
	
	


Prayers:

By the end of the catechetical year, children should know the following prayers:

Sign of the Cross – weekly

Our Father – Chapter 26

Hail Mary – Chapter 3

Glory Be – weekly

Prayer before/after meals (optional)

Activities Completed with/by Child’s Family:

· Participate in special events with the parish such as the patron saint’s feast, holiday customs, and blessings

· Participate with all other Catholics in Sunday Mass where we hear God’s Word and share the body and blood of Jesus

· Understand the priest as the person chosen by God to represent Christ in the Church and who leads us in prayer at Mass
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