Diocese of Pittsburgh Catechetical Guidelines

Grade: Pre-K



Curriculum:  This Is Our Faith
Theme:  Our love of God’s gifts and our sense of wonder grow as we become more aware of God’s creation.  God made each of us someone special.  Each of us wonders about ourselves and other living things.  All people and living things can be signs of God’s goodness to us.
The following lists the diocesan goals which should be accomplished in the catechetical sessions.  Corresponding to these goals are the Faith First chapters which contain the catechetical information to meet these goals.  In the first column, please place a check mark when you taught this concept/goal.  Please note that some goals and experiences may not be able to be accomplished through the Faith Formation program, but in the experience of the family, attendance at liturgy, etc.  These are noted as such.  Communication to the parents/guardians of children of these goals is recommended.

At the end of this grade/faith formation level, children will demonstrate the following understanding:

Goals to Accomplish in Faith Formation Sessions:

	Goal
	Corresponding

Faith First

Chapter(s)

	We become aware of God through nature, people and events in daily life.
	7, 9, 18 

	We are grateful to God our loving Father and Creator for all the beautiful gifts He has given us.
	Thanksgiving chapter

	We proclaim and experience the love and care of God.
	16, 17, 18, 19

	As a child of God each of us shares God’s life in a special way.
	1, 2, 3, 4, 5

	God has something special in life for each of us to do.
	21, 23, 22, 24, 25

	God made all people of every age, race, culture and ability.
	6, 16, 25

	God made each of us to love Him and be His child now and always.
	6, 11, 12, 15

	God has given us the ability to make and do many things.
	11, 12, 14, 15

	God created each of us as a helper and co-worker.
	21, 22, 23, 24, 25

	Our parents and classmates are meant to be our friends.
	6, 21, 24, 25

	Friends are also gifts from God.
	21, 23, 24, 25

	God is the maker of the world and of all created things
	1, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10

	God loves us and keeps us in His care at all times.
	16

	God is all-loving and all-forgiving.
	21, 23, 24, 25

	Prayer is talking to God.
	Weekly

	We are called to pray every day.
	Weekly

	Jesus listened to and talked to people in a loving way.
	Weekly

	Mary is the Mother of Jesus.
	Christmas chapters

	Sacred images, e.g. statues, pictures, crucifix, are reminders of God’s presences in our lives.
	weekly


Terms:
By the end of the catechetical year, children should be familiar with the following terms:

	Bible
	Creator
	God
	Prayer

	Celebrate
	Crib
	Jesus
	Priest

	Christmas
	Crucifix
	Joseph
	Statue

	Church
	Easter
	Mary
	Thanksgiving

	Creation
	Forgive
	Praise
	


Prayers:

By the end of the catechetical year, children should know the following prayers:

Sign of the Cross – weekly

Jesus, I Love You
Thank You, God
Prayer before/after meals (optional)

Activities Completed with/by Child’s Family:

· Participate in activities that show we care for the things God made.
· Participate in activities that are helpful at home and in class.
· Develop ways to treat friends kindly.
· Explore ways to care for family and friends.
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